
 

 

IMPORTANT UPDATE FRIDAY 20th MARCH 2020 

 

Dear Parents and Carers, 

 

I would like to thank you for your kindness and understanding over this very difficult time in 

everyone’s lives.  

Late last night further guidance from government came out for schools which now states that 

parents must keep their children at home wherever possible as long as it is safe to do so. 

Please see below: 

https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/coronavirus-covid-19-maintaining-

educational-provision/guidance-for-schools-colleges-and-local-authorities-on-maintaining-

educational-provision 

Our priority as always is to keep your children safe and well at all times and we will continue 

to work hard to ensure this. As a country we have been asked to prioritise key workers’ 

children so that these parents can continue to go to work. Please see the link above for a list 

of key workers. 

Yesterday, we rang families to ask whether parents / carers were frontline workers and also 

to check whether you were intending to send your child into school next week. We have used 

this information to ensure that we have sufficient staff to meet the children’s needs and to 

re-arrange our class groups. 

As your child has an Educational, Health, Care Plan, they are entitled to come into school if it 

is not safe for them to be at home.  

On Monday, the school will begin a new provision for our children - for those that are at home 

and for those that are in school. 

If your child is at home, you can expect the following: 

- Regular phone or email contact 

- Fortnightly home-schooling work tasks 

It is also an opportunity, where possible, for you to spend time working on your child’s EHCP 

outcomes, if this is applicable within the home environment. 

If your child is at school, our focus will be on nurture and wellbeing; providing a range of 

creative activities in order to engage the children. You can expect the following: 

https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/coronavirus-covid-19-maintaining-educational-provision/guidance-for-schools-colleges-and-local-authorities-on-maintaining-educational-provision
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/coronavirus-covid-19-maintaining-educational-provision/guidance-for-schools-colleges-and-local-authorities-on-maintaining-educational-provision
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/coronavirus-covid-19-maintaining-educational-provision/guidance-for-schools-colleges-and-local-authorities-on-maintaining-educational-provision


- Children will be grouped according to age and environmental need, where possible 

- A familiar teaching team wherever possible (please note your child will not necessarily 

be with their regular class staff team) 

- Regular phone, home-school book or email contact  

For these children, we will also discuss home to school transport needs. 

If you child is in receipt of free school meals, we have provided the local authority with a list 

which includes their dietary requirements. I know that the local authority is working hard to 

set up a scheme to ensure that the children continue to receive their free meal entitlement 

whether they are at home or school. 

Whilst I understand that for all our children the continuation of a routine is important, I need 

to let families know that in the coming days I may have to discuss further with you whether it 

is possible to safely maintain the numbers of children coming into school. At this point I may 

need to prioritise: 

A) those children whose parents are keyworkers in order to support the national effort 

to protect the wellbeing of all 

B) Those children where families require additional support services to ensure the 

children are safe within the home environment 

On a final note, I cannot state firmly enough that whether your child is at home or at school, 

their wellbeing, and your wellbeing is at the forefront of all my decisions and like everyone, I 

am dismayed at what is currently happening.  I know that you will agree that it is important 

that we continue to work as a school community; supporting one another and keeping our 

Haughton family in touch. For those of you who use social media, we intend to regularly post 

on the Haughton School Facebook page and would love to hear from you. I would also like to 

reassure those children in our year 6 group that they will have their leavers assembly 

(whether this is before or after the summer break) as I know many are especially worried 

about this.   

 

Thank you again for all your support and kindness during this very difficult time. 

 

 

 

Gill Knox 

 

 


